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The epic tells how there was once an Arabian Emir who
was a prince in Syria.   One day he came raiding over the
frontier into Cappadocia and carried off the daughter of a
Roman general of the Doukas family who had been banished
from his estates. Her five brothers ride in pursuit and over-
take the Emir who, having been outfought, reveals that the
girl, sometimes named Eirene, is unharmed;  if he may
marry her he will come over with all his followers into
Romania (the Roman Empire). His name is Monsour, and
he tells them that he is a son of Chrysocherpes, a nephew of
Karoes, and a grandson of the great Emir Ambron.   His
father is dead and he was brought up by his Arabian uncles
as a Muhammadan. So they all returned rejoicing to Roman
territory, where he was baptized and married to Eirene, A
son was born to them called Basil, afterwards known as
Digenes, because he was born of two races, and Akritas,
because he chose to live alone on the frontiers.  The Emir's
mother writes to him reproachfully from Edessa, and after
some disagreement with his brothers-in-law he rides off to
visit her and soon converts her, too, with all her household and
brings them back with him rejoicing. The fourth book turns
to the hero of the poem, the young Basil, and describes his
first acquaintance with wild beasts and robbers and his court-
ship of Evdokia, daughter of another general of the Doukas
family.   He carries her off by night, forces her father and
brothers to consent, and takes her back to his own father's
castle for the wedding. The presents from the bride's father
included embroidered tents, golden icons, hawks, leopards,
the sword of Chosroes, and a tame lion. Afterwards Digenes
and his bride rode out to live alone; he destroyed many
robbers and kept the peace on all the frontiers of the Empire.
His fame reached the ears of the Emperor who rode down
to the Euphrates (mentioned here for the first time) to
congratulate and honour him while Digenes lectured the
Emperor on his imperial duties.  The next two books con-
tain a collection of disconnected episodes.  In the month of
May he defends his bride against brigands and wild beasts.
He describes some of his past adventures in love and fighting;
these culminated in a meeting with the Amazon Maximo.
The picture of Maximo, appearing on her black horse before